
Aloha Ohana Koho,
I hope this message finds you all well as we start the new year. We have some exciting
updates to share!

Congrats to Tom King!
A big congratulations to Tom King (#59642) as he announced his intentions to run for the
position of Treasurer for the US JCI Senate for 2025-2026! Tom’s hard work and dedication
have truly represented Virginia, and we’re proud to support him in this important role.

Thank You to National Meeting Attendees!
A special thanks to those who attended the National Meeting in New Orleans! Although I
couldn’t make it due to family commitments, I appreciate everyone who stepped in to
represent us. Sounds like it was a great time, and they lucked out by missing the record
snowfall that hit NOLA just after the meeting!

JANUARY 2025
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President’s Message

Tom 

Help Us Find New Senators and Support the Lost Senator Fund
We need your help in two areas: adding new Senators and finding lost Senators. If you 
know someone deserving of Senatorship or someone overlooked, please reach out to 
Sean Murphy (#77721) at odubum@gmail.com or me at Senator61957@gmail.com. We also urgently need financial
support for the Lost Senator Fund. Several deserving candidates are waiting for their Senatorships, but we need
funds to make it possible. Please consider donating to help us recognize their hard work.

Winter Meeting/Martini Mix Off 
Our Winter Meeting is set for March 7th – 9th in Virginia Beach! It promises to be a fun-filled weekend with our
annual Martini Mix Off, membership meeting, hospitality suite, and plenty of other exciting activities. Be sure to
get your registration in as soon as possible! You can sign up with this Registration Link, and make your Hotel
reservation. Please don’t wait—rooms are limited, and the hotel is already sold out for that weekend, so be sure to
book before the room block expires.
Thank you for being part of this incredible journey, for sharing in the laughter, the challenges, and the memories.
You are what makes this Ohana so wonderful! 
With gratitude and aloha,
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‘24-25 Board of Directors

DIRECTOR HOSPITALITY CHAIR:
JOHN MOSSESO

PRESIDENT: THOMAS CRAMER

Greetings Everyone,
I just returned home from a freezing NOLA (New Orleans)
which just this week had snow! I was there with a small but
mighty group of Virginia Senators for our Winter Board
meeting with the US JCI Senate. It was a lot of fun even
though some of us froze our booties off on the Hop On Hop
Off Bus touring all over New Orleans. 
In just over a month we will be meeting in Virginia Beach for
our Winter Board meeting and the ever popular Martini Mix
Off. I look forward to the competition with my Confetti
Queen partner Anne Johnson. We are hoping for a triple
threat win for 3 years in a row. Who will dare try to tingle the
taste buds of the judges?! LOL. I look forward to seeing you
all there to compete or taste the treats we shake or stir for
you. Please support our Bar Chair Brian Morris as he
coordinates this event for us.
Looking forward to seeing you all there.

Cheers,
Karen Gage 
#78980

Vice President
VICE PRESIDENT: KAREN GAGE

DIRECTOR ASST. TREASURER/
MEMBERSHIP CHAIR: LINDA
CARTER

DIRECTOR COMMUNICATIONS/
NEWSLETTER: MARISSA GARCIA

DIRECTOR AT LARGE: ANNE
JOHNSON

DIRECTOR JAYCEE LIAISON:
SEAN MURPHY

WEBMASTER: JACQUE CAMLET

BAR CHAIR: BRIAN MORRIS

DIRECTOR FIRST TIMERS:
JOANIE CRAMER

SCHOLARSHIP CHAIR: CINDY
KINNEY

CHAPLAIN: SKIP BENTLEY

HISTORIAN: ART ESENBERG

PRESIDENTIAL SWEEPSTAKES
CHAIR: ARIEL JONES

CHAIRPERSON OF THE BOARD:
SHERI POLYCHRONES

FOUNDATION RAFFLES:
MELISSA SLEETH

DIRECTOR TREASURER:  MONICA
LOVING
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Upcoming Events

The Virginia Senate Mentor/Mentee (M&M) Program
continues to roll along this year. The Mentors are those who
have been in the Senate for longer than five years and have
been active and involved. The Mentees are those new-ish
Senators who received their Senatorships since January 2020.

With almost 50 mentors and mentees participating in this
year-long program, it’s been quite a busy year of working
together, learning and growing our organization one person
at a time.
For those participating in the program, please remember to
bring and wear your M&M lanyard to the March meeting in
Virginia Beach. We look forward to seeing you there!

Anne Johnson #49625
Director, Mentorship Program

Director At Large

Chairman of the Board
So good to think about warmer weather and our March
Meeting coming up. It will be a great time and hopefully
warmer in March. During the Senate meeting, we will have
announcements for the 25-26 Senate year, there will not be
any speeches or nomination speeches. If you are interested
in a position for the 25-26 Senate year, please reach out to
me.(spolychrones@gmail.com) I am happy to explain the
duties of the office you are interested in holding. 
I am looking forward to seeing everyone in March!! Aloha!
 
Sheri Polychrones
Chairman of the Board 24-25

MAR 1: MD SENATE BULL &
OYSTER ROAST

Edgewater ,  MD

MAR. 7-9: VA SENATE WINTER
MEETING 

Wyndham Hotel  
Virginia  Beach

APR. 3-6: MAI ANNUAL
MEETING

Norfolk ,  VA



REGION III GROUP

VIRGINIA JCI
SENATE GROUP

US JCI  SENATE 
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As I previously mentioned I would like to honor those
deserving Jaycees with a Senatorship. To that end, I am
working with folks on some Senatorships to make that reality.
Nothing is completed yet, but I expect to award some this
year.
Even though I am working on some Senatorships , there is no
reason we can’t award more. If you feel someone is deserving,
please discuss it with me. A Senatorship is a great honor. So,
help me get them the recognition they have earned
As I have said, we are all proud to be a Senator. Help me so
others can know the pride and joy of being a Senator.

Director Senate Liason

Hello everyone!
My name is Ann Harrison, I am from the Delaware JCI Senate, and I’m also
a VA JCI Senate member. This year I am serving on the Sweepstakes
Committee as the Prize representative for Regions I-V. Bob McDonald
served in the same capacity last year and did a great job.
My job is to collect prizes for the end of year National meeting in North
Brook. The prizes will be given out at the Sweepstakes raffle during the
week of June 15 – 19.  Winners are picked from Sweepstakes raffle tickets
you purchased. The prizes are gift cards, cash, or Senator donated items
or baskets. Gift cards can be in any amount, no matter how small. Prizes
will be raffled off in $100 increments. For example, if you donate a gift
card worth $20, we will find other cards/cash that total $100. For every

Sweepstakes

Regards, 
Sean Murphy #77721

donation you make that is worth up to $100, you will receive two additional free raffle tickets. If your
donation is over $100 you will receive additional tickets.
I will be attending Virginia’ s meeting in March. I encourage you to bring a donation at that time.
However, if you will not be there and wish to donate, I will also be at MAI in April in Norfolk. If you
wish to send a gift card(s) or a check instead of cash, my address is 407 Shai Circle Bear, DE 19701. If
you prefer to send a check in support, please write it out to the US JCI Senate. Thank you.

Ann Harrison #75822
Region I-V Presidential Sweepstakes Prize Rep.   ann.harrison58@comcast.net 302-354-0759



Get ready to gather with friends as we celebrate the 110th
Anniversary of JCI, the Martini Mix Off, Senate meetings and a
Joint Service Project with the Jaycees.  The Virginia Jaycees are
also adding in the JCI Creative Young Entrepreneur (CYE) to
Virginia Winter Meeting which highlights and supports
innovative young business leaders.
 
Early Registration (Ends February 5th)

$75 Full Registration (Active Jaycees) - Includes Saturday
Trainings, Jaycees Lunch, and Dinner Banquet
$75 Full Registration (Affiliates) - Includes Saturday's
Affiliate Meeting(s) and Dinner Banquet
$60 Dinner Banquet Only

Regular Registration (Begins February 5th)
$85 Full Registration (Active Jaycees) - Includes Saturday
Trainings, Jaycees Lunch, and Dinner Banquet
$85 Full Registration (Affiliates) - Includes Saturday's
Affiliate Meeting(s) and Dinner Banquet
$70 Dinner Banquet Only

If you have any questions, please email va@jciusa.org.

Location and Hotel Block
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VA SENATE WINTER MEETING

Wyndham Virginia Beach Oceanfront:  5700
Atlantic Avenue, Virginia Beach, VA 23451
Make reservations online HERE for $129 per 

 night standard King or standard Queen.
Anyone who wishes to only stay one night
at the hotel needs to call the hotel directly
(757-321-2189) and speak with Nikki Reeves.
The above link can only be used to book at 2
night stay.



Come aboard ,  We ’ re Expect ing You!  The Virginia  JCI  Senate is  host ing the 2025 MAI (Mid-
At lant ic  Inst i tute )  Meet ing Apri l  3  -  6  at  the Sheraton Norfolk  Waters ide Hotel .  The theme
of the event  is  “Chart  Your Course . ”  P ic ture The Love Boat  Virginia  Senate s ty le .  The
commit tee has been working hard and now WE NEED YOUR HELP!
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Mid Atlantic Institute (MAI)

You can register  onl ine .
You can register  by f i l l ing out  the MAI regis trat ion form and mai l ing i t  to  our
registrat ion chair ,  Jen Rebby.

We need you to register. There are 2 ways you can register.

We need you to join the Facebook group.

We need donations for the bar.

We need you to reserve your room.
You can reserve your room by going to our event  web page and c l ick ing on the hote l
reservat ion l ink or  ca l l ing the hote l  d i rect ly  at  (757 )  622-6664 .  I f  you wi l l  need some ADA
accommodat ions to your room please ca l l  th is  number 1 -888-236-2427 .

P lease jo in the MAI 2025 Facebook Group to get  up hot  of f  the press informat ion about
the event .  Our socia l  media specia l is t ,  Jackie Ju l ien ,  is  shar ing informat ion in her  MAI
Monday posts  every week.

Al l  of  th is  informat ion can be found in one place on our event  webpage which can be
found at  ht tps : / /www.va jc isenate .org/mai2025

I  hope to see a l l  of  you come out  and Chart  Your Course with Senators  f rom Regions 2
and 3 .   S igning of f  for  the day .

Your Captain ,

Kay Far ies  #70346
MAI 2025 Chair

Our answer to Isaac the bartender ,  RuthAnn Bates and Sean Murphy ,  need help s tocking
the bar .  I f  you would l ike to make a donat ion please contact  Sean at  odubum@gmai l .com 

We need ads for the program book.

We need your help with manpower.

Every cruise needs a  program book.  I f  you would l ike to advert ise your business or  s ide
hust le ,  p lease send the informat ion using the form to L i l l ian Cheng.

We need you to go to our event webpage.

We have big p lans for  this  meet ing and need a l l  hands on deck .  P lease s ign up to help
with our manpower needs here .  Quest ions? ontact  John Mosesso ghjohn24@aol .com.


